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What a joy and privilege to read and reread this unique and 
extraordinarily informative history for this review! Pierce and 
Reid have authored a 633-page, 28-chapter tome, containing 
796 illustrations, including photographs of individual 
contributors to the field of blood group serology, as well as 
group photographs of landmark meetings and conferences 
held during the past 100 years. The Index lists the names of 
1046 individuals who are acknowledged as contributors to the 
history of blood group serology, many of whom are the subject 
of cameo biographies.
First and foremost, Bloody Brilliant is a meticulously 
documented history of the discovery and early characterization 
of blood groups, beginning with Karl Landsteiner and the ABO 
blood group system at the beginning of the 20th century. Each 
chapter concludes with an extensive list of references. There 
are a total of 5014 journal articles and other citations, making 
this volume a must go-to resource for any future blood group 
system review that intends to be comprehensive and include the 
early discoveries and studies. Bloody Brilliant is accompanied 
by formal portraits of individual contributors, including a 
studio-quality full-page portrait of Karl Landsteiner and 
another of Philip Levine with Alexander Wiener. For the early 
history, Pierce and Reid conducted a global search for suitable 
illustrations and portraits. Each photograph is credited to 
its source, including the Wellcome Library (London), the 
University Archives (Heidelberg), the National Portrait 
Gallery (London), the Archivo Storico dell’Università delgi 
Studi (Pavia), the University of Debrecen Electronic Archive 
(Debrecen), the Max Planck Society (Berlin), the State Library 
of South Australia (Adelaide), and many others. The authors 
recognize the historic role of organizations such as the AABB, 
the American Red Cross, and the Invitational Conference of 
Investigative Immunohematologists (ICII, colloquially known 
as “Icky”), as well as the support of specific hospitals, blood 
centers, and reagent manufacturers that maintained reference 
laboratories and fostered generations of expert reference 
serologists. 
In addition to a formal history of blood group serology, this 
volume is a scrapbook of snapshots, personal recollections, 
and intimate profiles of the personalities behind the journal 
articles and conference presentations. An alternative subtitle 
for Bloody Brilliant might have been “Blood Groupers After 
Hours.” From early years to the present, the discipline of blood 
group serology has consisted of a relatively small number of 
serious professionals who shared their scientific work openly 
and who collaborated at an international level, sharing ideas, 
blood samples, lecture slides, and bar tabs. Bloody Brilliant 
captures this unique international community with anecdotes 
and illustrations. There is a nine-page ICII Photo Album with 
89 snapshots contributed by Kay Beattie, Don Swanson, 
Marilyn Moulds, Ellen Case (for John Case), Steve Pierce, and 
others. The ICII Photo Album captures informal portraits and 
scenes from four decades of meetings, after-meetings, and the 
casual side of blood groupers around the globe.
IMMUNOHEMATOLOGY, Volume 33, Number 2, 2017 83
Lastly, this tome requires a production model for 
the publisher, AABB Press, that is unique among their 
publications. Typically, AABB Press publications—Standards, 
Technical Manual, Guidelines, and scientific texts—have a 
short life, becoming outdated only months to a few years after 
printing. Bloody Brilliant, like good wine, will only increase 
in value over time. It will never go out of date. As the authors 
state in the Preface, “newcomers to our field will not personally 
know the giants and the many anecdotes and behind-the-
scenes stories that we had been raised on [and are] about to 
be lost.” A few years from now, the next generation of blood 
groupers—probably molecular scientists—will need to seek 
out copies of Bloody Brilliant to understand the foundation of 
the discipline. I am hopeful that AABB Press will keep Bloody 
Brilliant available for the long term. When our generation of 
blood groupers retires, discarding our outdated textbooks 
and conference proceedings, we’ll keep our copies of Bloody 
Brilliant for our personal libraries. Bloody Brilliant captures 
a uniquely personal, collegial, and productive history. It is a 
valued resource for our generation and will be for generations 
to follow.
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